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request and also sent four missionaries to preach the Gospel
in the Emperor's realm. Giovanni de' Marignolli, one of
the four, left a complete record of this new mission. Start-
ing from Avignon in the same year,1 they travelled to Con-
stantinople, and thence sailed to Caffa2 in the Crimea where
the Genoese merchants had a long-established settlement
for carrying on trade with the Tatars. Following the inland
route from Caffa, the ambassadors visited the Alan tribes
on their way to Khan Baliq. They stayed for three years
in this capital enjoying the lavish hospitality of the Great
Khan and the company of the last medieval archbishop in
China.3 Afterwards they returned by the sea route to
India and Persia, and arrived at Avignon in 1353.*
During the latter half of the fourteenth century, Cathay
became once again as remote as it had been in the days
before Marco Polo and Giovanni de Monte Corvino, and
the hopes of union of West and Far East against Islam
became more and more faint with the passage of time.
The revolution of 1368 had swept Mongol power from
China, and with it disappeared that benevolent attitude
which the Great Khan had adopted towards the missionary
religions of the East and of the West as a counterweight
to the conservatism of the Confucian doctrines of the
Chinese people. Missionaries alike of Christianity, of
Islam, and of Buddhism were henceforward to be met with
indiscriminate ill-treatment. Yet the propagandists of our
period continued to pray for peaceful penetration of heathen
territories by means of missionary work and insisted on
dreaming of union with the Tatars for the extermination of
Islam. Ample illustration of this has been made in the
1 Departure recorded by Wadding, op. cit., VII, 258 and VIII, 87, and
return to Avignon in 1353; cf. Moule, 251.    Marignolli (ib., 254) says that
Benedict XII sent him with Giovanni of Florence, Bishop of Bisignano, and
others, to the ruler of the Tatars, and that they left Avignon in December
1338.
MarignolFs Itinerarium appears in Dobner, Mon. hist. Bohem. (Prague,
1768), XI, 113 et seq.; Golubovich, IV, 257-309; Yule, Cathay,^ II, 309-
94; Angelo de Gubernatis, Viaggiatori Italiani, 142-61; cf. Rohricht, EibL
Geogr* Palaest., 87. ,
2 Heyd, II, 158 et seq., 185 et seq., 225 et seq., 368 et seq*
3 Moule, 257-9.                             4 vide sufra, note r.